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TOPIC:  To be advised 
 

SPEAKER:  
 

Date:  29th May 2022. 
TIME:   1.30pm for 2.00pm 
 

VENUE: The Floreum, Northern Entrance, 
Johannesburg Botanical Gardens, off 
Oliphants Rd, Emmerentia.     

Fun & Friendship Through Orchids 

WITWATERSRAND                 
ORCHID SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 727, Parkview 2info@witsorchid.co.za www  
P.O. Box 545,   Randburg 2125  

Email:        info@witsorchid.co.za  
Website:    www.witsorchid.co.za 

Instagram: @witwatersrandorchidsociety 
WhatsApp: Request to join Group 

Upcoming Events  
 

2022 
 
As soon bookings have been 
made for 2022. details will be 
posted here, as will details of 
other Societies functions. 
 
 

SAOC Orchid Lovers Fair 
cancelled. 
 
2-4 Sep - E.R.O.S. Spring 
Show - Greenstone Mall 
 

10-11 Sep - WOS Autumn 
Show, Floreum, Botanic 
Gardens 

Meeting:  SUNDAY 29TH  MAY 2022 
EM 

 

May  2022 
  2022 

  

 
TEA DUTY 
 
Irene and Richard Florence and Muff Baxter 
have very kindly volunteered to oversee the 
Teas and COVID duties. They will continue 
with this for the foreseeable future. Thank you 
for your very generous offer. 
 
RAFFLE 
There were 2 prizes in this month’s raffle, and 
they were 
 
Dendrobium NOID, donated by the Osborn 
family, won by Kaitlan McNally. 
 
Cork Oak branch mount, donated by Kaitlan 
McNally, won by Irene Mann. 
  
Congratulations! 
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2021 / 2022 AGMs 
 

These were held at the April monthly 
meeting, and in terms of the WOS 
Constitution, elections were held for the 
vacancies and retirements of Office Bearers. 
 
All retiring Office Bearers were re-elected, 
and Chris Hammond was elected to fill 
the vacant position of Extra Member.  
 
Congratulations Chris and we wish you a 
long and fruitful tenure on the Committee. 
 
The positions of Treasurer are still vacant, 
and anybody interested in helping out, 
please contact Marinus Kort. 

mailto:info@witsorchid.co.za
http://www.witsorchid.co.za/


 

 

 

 

Test Your Knowledge 
 
 
Announcing a new, fun addition to the monthly Newsletter. It will take the form of a quiz, with a 
question to be answered and the questions will vary from easy to difficult, so that all levels of 
knowledge will be challenged. 
 
The way it will work is, 
 

• the question will be given here every month. 

• Your answer must be emailed to the Secretary, Kaitlin McNally at 
kaitlinmcn0415@gmail.com., with the title “WOS Quiz”. 

• The closing deadline is the Friday before the Monthly Meeting. 

• The correct answer will be notified on the WOS Whatsapp group, the monthly meeting and 
included in the next month’s newsletter. 

 
You must be a member of the Whatsapp group to be able to participate. Marinus Kort has been 
adding members to the Group. If you are not sure if you are a member of the group, please send 
a message, with your number, to Marinus requesting him to add you to the WOS Whatsapp 
Group. 
 
This month’s question is 
 
If Protea cynariodes is the National Flower of South Africa, what is the National Flower of Costa 
Rica? The correct answer must be the Scientific name. 
 

Good luck everybody ! 
 
 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 

 
 

 
 

W.O.S. ANNUAL SHOWS. 

 
As all members are aware, your Society holds 2 Shows per annum – an Autumn Show and a Spring 
Show. An important aspect of these Shows is the participation on the Commercial growers who attract 
visitors wishing to buy plants and pay an entry fee, and the commission they pay on the plants they sell. 
 

mailto:kaitlinmcn0415@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

We have been informed that several of the larger Commercial growers are re-thinking their business 
plans and, as a result, will not be attending any shows in 2022. This will have a major impact on our 
Shows, with significant reductions in entrance fee income and sales commission receipts.  
 
Our Shows, in their current form, will not be able to absorb these losses and still make a net income. 
We must come up with alternative plans to counter the new circumstances. It has already been 
discussed at Committee meetings, with suggestions such as down-sizing, possibility of doing without 
the marque (our largest expense), entry fee increases, and a different venue. 
 
We would like to invite members comments and suggestions – any and all suggestions will be 
appreciated. Please e-mail them to Marinus or phone him directly. We need to implement the 
changes for our Spring Show in September 2022. 
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THE APRIL 2022 PLANT TABLE 
 

Reminder on Rules of the Plant Table Competition 
 

• All members are encouraged to bring their plants along for the Plant Table for display and 
education. 

• To be eligible for the annual competition, members must have owned the plant for a minimum 
of 6 months. 

• Please ensure that your plants and pots are clean 

• Please inspect your plants for insects and diseases. Non-healthy plants will NOT be allowed 
on the Plant Table. 

• A label must be completed for each plant exhibited. 

• There are 4 classes in the competition 
o Best Species 
o Best Hybrid 
o Best African/Mascarene 
o Best Novice 

• A Novice is defined as a member who has not won a Red Ribbon at any Show or won an 
annual Plant Table prize. 

• At the end of the year, prizes are awarded to the member who has won the most “Best” 
monthly prizes, in each section. Prizes are awarded at the Year-End Function. 

 
There were 15 plants brought along by 6 members this month, a disappointingly small number. They 
comprised 
 
 
 
 
 

Chantel & Daniel De Kock 
Vanda (Keeree’s Delight x Gordon Dillon) 
Maxillaria Mem Ben Berliner ‘Leopard’ 
Maxillaria schunkeana 
Cattlianthe Chief Berry ‘Berry’ 

 
Mandy & Marinus Kort 
Prosthechea cochleata alba 
Coelogyne mooreana 
Phrag Hane Popow 



 

 

 

 

 
Haley Rieckhoff 
Brassavola nodosa 
 
David Eastman 
Paph Leeanum 
Rlc NOID 
 

Chris Hammond 
Zygopetalum maxillare ‘Cleo’ 
 
Erhard Schmid 
Coelogyne speciosa 
Den victoriae-reginae 
Epidendrum porpax 

The section winners, as selected by the members were - 
 

Best African / Mascarene    Best Hybrid 
 

No Award     
         Paph Leeanum owned by Dave Eastman 
 

Best Species                Best Novice  
 

         
 

     Zygopetalum maxillare ‘Cleo’ AM/SAOC   Brassavola nodosa owned 
    owned by Chris Hammond         by Haley Rieckhoff 
  

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 



 

 

 

 

….ARE ORCHIDS JEWELS OR ARE JEWELS ORCHIDS ?.... 
 

In the latter half of the 19th century, nature had an influential impact on peoples’ lives, particularly in Art 

and Fashion. At the same time, Orchidmania had swept across Europe and the rich and aristocratic 

members of society were paying fortunes to get their hands on these new, exotic plants. 

Two major jewellers, Tiffany & Co. and Cartier, had been producing top-quality, floral jewellery for some 

time before the Paris Exposition Universelle in 1889. There, Tiffany & Co won the grand prize and 

several gold medals for their collection of enamelled and jewelled orchids and this collection created 

such a stir, that the next year they increased their range from 24 to 41 brooches. All these brooches 

were as accurate as possible, and all were designed from the actual orchid flower concerned. 

Very few of these original jewels are available today, being held in private collections or museums. 

When they do come on the market, they fetch astronomical prices. A No. 19 Phalaenopsis schilleriana 

(1890 version) brooch was sold at Sotheby in 1993 for the equivalent (in today’s values) of R6 640 000 

and an Oncidium varicosum var rogersii for R2 768 000 in 2013. 

The designer, who was responsible for these enamelled brooches, left Tiffany & Co in 1908, and Tiffany 
& Co never produced another enamelled orchid brooch again. 
 

 

        
 

Phalaenopsis schilleriana brooch    Odontoglossum wyattianum brooch 

 
Information and photos from The American Orchid Society’s Orchid magazine May 2020 with 
thanks. 
 
 
 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
    

 
                                                          

 

Position held Name Email Address Contact Details 

Chairman Marinus Kort 

 
info@witsorchid.co.za 

 

082 447 5081 
011 794 1041 

Vice Chairman Chantal De Kock shows@witsorchid.co.za 082 329 1747 

Secretary Kaitlin McNally  secretary@witsorchid.co.za  071 164 3530 

Treasurer 
Vacant – contact 
Chairman 

  

Meetings 
Organiser 

Daniel De Kock meetings@witsorchid.co.za  082 891 4903 

Newsletter Editor Allan Abel editor@witsorchid.co.za 082 728 8360  

Librarian  Mandy Kort library@witsorchid.co.za  011 794 1041 

Show Organiser  Chantal De Kock   shows@witsorchid.co.za  082 329 1747 

Extra Member Chris Hammond To be advised 082 653 4504 

    

Committee Members 
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