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As soon bookings have been
made for 2022. details will be
posted here, as will details of
other Societies functions.
6-8 May - Wolkberg Orchid
Society Mother's Day Show Tzaneen Lifestyle Centre
6-8 May – EROS, Greenstone
Mall

Fun & Friendship Through Orchids

8 May - PMB.O.S Autumn
Show - PMB

APRIL 2022

23-24 July – Orchid Lovers'
Fair, Walter Sisulu Botanical
Garden
2-4 Sep - E.R.O.S. Spring
Show - Greenstone Mall
10-11 Sep - WOS Autumn
Show, Floreum, Botanic
Gardens

Meeting: SUNDAY 24TH APRIL 2022
EM
A.G.M. 2022:

14h00 – Agenda/Minutes already sent out.

TOPIC:

Question & Answer Panel. #next page

SPEAKER:

Chaired by Allan Abel with in-house experts.

Date:
TIME:

24th April 2022.
Immediately after the AGM.

VENUE:

The Floreum, Northern Entrance,
Johannesburg Botanical Gardens, off
n
Oliphants Rd, Emmerentia.

TEA DUTY
Irene and Richard Florence and Muff Baxter
have very kindly volunteered to oversee the
Teas and COVID duties. They will continue
with this for the foreseeable future. Thank you
for your very generous offer.

RAFFLE
Last month’s raffle was an Epidendrum
centropetalum, donated by Chris Hammond,
which was won by Muff Baxter.
Congratulations!
.

2020/2021/2022 Annual General
Meetings
The AGM is to be held at the Floreum at 14h00
on Sunday, 25th April 2022, immediately before
the April monthly meeting.
It is too late for a point to be included in the
official Agenda. However, members are
welcome to raise any issue they wish, under the
“General” section of the Agenda.
Please ensure you have all the information to
clearly explain your point.

# Please submit questions to Allan Abel, in advance, so that he can prepare the format of the
Question & Answer session. Conversely, questions can also be asked directly at the meeting
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

W.O.S. ANNUAL SHOWS.
As all members are aware, your Society holds 2 Shows per annum – an Autumn Show and a Spring
Show. An important aspect of these Shows is the participation of the Commercial growers who attract
visitors wishing to buy plants and pay an entry fee, and the commission they pay on the plants they sell.

We have been informed that several of the larger Commercial growers are re-thinking their business
plans and, as a result, will not be attending any shows in 2022. This will have a major impact on our
Shows, with significant reductions in entrance fee income and sales commission receipts.
Our Shows, in their current form, will not be able to absorb these losses and still make a net income.
We must come up with alternative plans to counter the new circumstances. It has already been
discussed at Committee meetings, with suggestions such as down-sizing, possibility of doing without
the marque (our largest expense), entry fee increases, and a different venue.
We would like to invite members comments and suggestions – any and all suggestions will be
appreciated. Please e-mail them to Marinus or phone him directly. We need to implement the
changes for our Autumn Show in September 2022.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

THE MARCH 2022 PLANT TABLE
Reminder on Rules of the Plant Table Competition
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

All members are encouraged to bring their plants along for the Plant Table for display and
education.
To be eligible for the annual competition, members must have owned the plant for a minimum
of 6 months.
Please ensure that your plants and pots are clean
Please inspect your plants for insects and diseases. Non-healthy plants will NOT be allowed
on the Plant Table.
A label must be completed for each plant exhibited.
There are 4 classes in the competition
o Best Species
o Best Hybrid
o Best African/Mascarene
o Best Novice
A Novice is defined as a member who has not won a Red Ribbon at any Show or won an
annual Plant Table prize.
At the end of the year, prizes are awarded to the member who has won the most “Best”
monthly prizes, in each section. Prizes are usually awarded at the Year-End Function.

There were 17 plants brought along by 6 members this month, a disappointingly small number. They
comprised
Chantel & Daniel De Kock
Phal speciosa ‘Purple Delight’
Phal bellina
Tolumnia Jairak Flyer ‘Golden Fan’
Lepanthes astrophora
Maxillaria variabilis
Maxillaria Memoria Ben Berliner ‘Yellow
Cape’

Marie Counbanakis
Prosthechea glumacea
Cattleya Mini Purple

Keith Palmer
Miltonia Guanabara
Psychopsis NOID

Mandy & Marinus Kort
Zygopetalum maxillare ‘Cleo’ AM/SAOC
Angraecum (eburneum x longicalcar)
Dendrochilum cobbianum

Chris Hammond
Rhipidoglossum rutilum
Rossioglossum grande
Cymbidium dayanum

The section winners, as selected by the members were Best African / Mascarene

Angraecum (eburneum x longicalcar)
owned by Mandy & Marinus Kort
Best Species

Rossioglossum grande
Owned by Chris Hammond

Best Hybrid

Cattleya Mini Purple
owned by Marie Counbanakis
Best Novice

Phal speciosa ‘Purple Delight’
owned by Chantel & Daniel De Kock

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

**** PLOIDY ****
(NB: Editor is not a scientist or botanist!)
Members will often come across the term “Ploidy” when reading up about orchids and it is
particularly important in creating quality hybrids with specific desirable attributes. It is also used to
improve the species used in these hybrids. Many of our modern hybrids would be unrecognisable if
made without increased ploidy.
Plants carry, in their anatomical make-up, a certain number of chromosomes which determine the
characteristics of the plants and their future progeny. Ploidy is the number of complete sets of
chromosomes in a cell, and the chromosome sets exist in pairs, one from each parent. A single set
of chromosomes is known as a gamete and each parent contributes one at fertilisation, producing
2n plants
The diploid level is the standard in nature and orchids are diploids or 2n ploidy. There are different
levels of ploidy with the higher sets of chromosomes such triploid (3n), tetraploid (4n) and so on.
A 2n cattleya has 40 sets of chromosomes, a 3n plant has 60 sets and a 4n plant has 80 sets. The
term polyploid refers to any plant with a 3n or more ploidy.
The effects of increasing ploidy in orchids hybrid vigour, stronger plants and often a significant size
and darker colours in the flowers. A good example is these 2 flowers of Oncidopsis (syn
Vuylstekeara) Cambria ‘Plush” FCC/AOS, FCC/RHS
The flower on the left is from a 2n plant, whilst the flower on the right is a from 4n plant.

Per kind permission of Andy Easton, New Horizon Orchids.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Please note that all public meetings must be held under the amended Stage1 Covid-19 Protocols.
(as at time of writing this newsletter).
The Chairman has already sent out an e-mail detailing what protocols we must follow and
implement in order to meet these protocols, and these are quite onerous. We will need members to
actively help in fulfilling the additional duties, otherwise we could lose the use of the Floreum, or fall
foul of the Law.
Under these changed and trying times, we all need pull together to get our Society back on its feet.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Committee Members

Position held

Name

Email Address

Contact Details

info@witsorchid.co.za

082 447 5081
011 794 1041

secretary@witsorchid.co.za

071 164 3530

Chairman

Marinus Kort

Vice Chairman

Vacant – contact
Chairman

Secretary

Kaitlin McNally

Treasurer

Vacant – contact
Chairman

Meetings
Organiser

Daniel De Kock

meetings@witsorchid.co.za 082 891 4903

Newsletter Editor

Allan Abel

editor@witsorchid.co.za

082 728 8360

Librarian

Mandy Kort

library@witsorchid.co.za

011 794 1041

Show Organiser

Chantal De Kock

shows@witsorchid.co.za

082 329 1747

